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Fishing Maps & Descriptions

New York State Department  
of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
For trail conditions, backcountry information and permits, fishing and 
hunting regulations and licenses, consult the DEC offices listed below, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30am to 4:45pm.

DEC Headquarters 
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233   518-457-7433 
www.dec.ny.gov

DEC Region 5
Clinton, Franklin, Essex, Hamilton, Warren, Fulton,  
Saratoga and Washington Counties  
http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/631.html

	 DEC Region 5 Headquarters 
	 Route 86, Box 296, Ray Brook, NY 12977  518-897-1200 			 
		  Information on fishing in DEC Region 5: 
	 http:/www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/28244.html

	 DEC Region 5 Sub-Offices 
	 Main St. Extension, Northville, NY 12134  518-863-4545 

	 232 Hudson St., Warrensburg, NY 12885  518-623-1200

DEC Region 6
St. Lawrence, Lewis, Herkimer, Jefferson and Oneida Counties  
http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/613.html

	 DEC Region 6 Headquarters 
	 317 Washington St., Watertown, NY 13601  315-785-2263

	 DEC Region 6 Sub-Offices 
	 6739 Route 11, Potsdam, NY 13676  315-265-3090 
	 225 North Main St., Herkimer, NY 13350  315-866-6330 
	 Rt. 812, Lowville, NY 13367  315-376-3521

Fishing Licenses
Available at most sporting goods stores and at town and county clerk offices. To obtain a 
license by mail, submit your application to: NYSDEC License Sales Office, 625 Broadway, 
Albany, NY 12233. Computerized fishing licenses may be purchased by credit card at 
518-457-8862. For an on-line application and information, check the DEC website: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6091.html  

Information on Freshwater Fish of NY http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/269.html

Professional Guides
All New York State Guides must be licensed by the DEC. A list of licensed guides is 
available at DEC offices. New York State Outdoor Guides Association (NYSOGA) Free 
Guide to the Licensed Guides of New York State. 866-469-7642.  www.nysoga.com 

Forest Preserve Campgrounds
Information: 518-457-2500  Reservations: 800-456-CAMP
http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/do/or2top.htm© All rights reserved.   Printed in the USA

DISCLAIMER: By its compilation and distribution of this brochure, 
the Adirondack Regional Tourism Council & JMF Publishing Inc 
assume no responsibility of any nature for damages or injury to 
persons or property arising out of or resulting from the travel to 
or use of any of the waters described herein, or from any service 
or product provided by the businesses represented herein, and 
accordingly, does disclaim any and all liability on its part for such 
damages or injuries should they occur. Published and distributed by 
the Adirondack Regional Tourism Council, P.O. Box 911, Lake Placid, 
NY 12946    www.VisitAdirondacks.com

3



Adirondack Fishing Guide

4

Adirondack Fishing Guide

5

ADIRONDACK PARK
BOUNDARY

Locator Map

Key to Fishing Maps

Index to Adirondack Waters	 Page	 Map
Ausable River............................................22	 H
Ausable River, East Branch.................21	 G
Ausable River, West Branch...............21	 G
Beaver River Impoundments..............24	 J
Black Lake..................................................15	 A
Black River.................................................24	 J
Blue Mountain Lake...............................27	 M
Boquet River, Lower..............................33	 S2
Brant Lake..................................................32	 R
Chateaugay Lakes, Upper & Lower................. 18	 D
Chateaugay River....................................18	 D
Chazy Lake.................................................18	 D
Cranberry Lake........................................25	 K
Eagle Lake...................................................32	 R
Eighth Lake (Fulton Chain)..................27	 M
Fawn Lake..................................................30	 P
Five Ponds Wilderness..........................25	 K
Forked Lake...............................................27	 M
Francis Lake...............................................24	 J
Franklin Falls Flow..................................21	 G
Glen Lake....................................................31	 Q
Grasse River..............................................16	 B
Grasse River, Upper...............................19	 E
Great Chazy River, North Branch....18	 D
Harris Lake.................................................26	 L
Hudson River............................................28	 N
Indian Lake (Franklin County)............17	 C
Indian Lake (Hamilton County).........28	 N
Indian River................................................28	 N

Jessup River...............................................28	 N
Lake Bonaparte........................................23	 I
Lake Champlain........................................33 	 S1,2,3
Lake Colby..................................................20	 F
Lake Durant...............................................27	 M
Lake Eaton..................................................26	 L
Lake George..............................................31	 Q
Lake George Wild Forest.....................31	 Q
Lake Lila.......................................................25	 K
Lake Placid.................................................21	 G
Lake Pleasant............................................30	 P
Lewey Lake................................................28	 N
Limekiln Lake............................................27	 M
Lincoln Pond..............................................33	 S1
Little Salmon River.................................17	 C
Little Trout River.....................................17	 C
Little Tupper Lake/Rock Pond...........25	 K
Long Lake....................................................26	 L
Long Pond...................................................23	 I
Marble River..............................................18	 D
Mason Lake................................................28	 N
Massawepie Area....................................25	 K
Meacham Lake.........................................20	 F
Miami River...............................................28	 N
Mountain View Lake..............................17	 C
Oswegatchie River .................................15	 A
Oswegatchie River, West Branch.....23	 I
Oxbow Lake...............................................29	 O
Paradox Lake.............................................32	 R
Pharaoh Lake Wilderness....................32	 R

Piseco Lake................................................29	 O
Plumb Brook..............................................19	 E
Raquette Lake...........................................27	 M
Raquette Pond..........................................26	 L
Raquette River.........................................26	 L
Raquette River Impoundments.........19	 E
Sacandaga Lake........................................30	 P
Sacandaga River.......................................30	 P
Salmon River.............................................17	 C
Saranac Chain of Lakes.........................20	 F
Saranac River.....................................21-22	 G, H
Saranac River, North Branch..............22	 H
Schroon Lake.............................................32	 R
Schroon River...........................................31	 Q
Seventh Lake (Fulton Chain)..............27	 M
Siamese Ponds Wilderness.................28	 N
Simon Pond................................................26	 L
St. Lawrence River...........................15-16	 A, B
St. Regis Canoe Area..............................20	 F
St. Regis Chain of Lakes........................20	 F
St. Regis River...........................................17	 C
St. Regis River, East Branch ...............17	 C
Taylor Pond...............................................21	 G
Thirteenth Lake........................................28	 N
Trout River.................................................17	 C
Tupper Lake...............................................26	 L
Union Falls Flow......................................21	 G
West Canada Creek, South Branch...... 29	 O
West Canada Lake Wilderness..........29	 O
Wilcox Lake Wild Forest......................30	 P

Map Resources
United States Geological Survey
Topographic maps. Available at area sporting goods stores. 
888-Ask-USGS,  www.usgs.gov,  http://mapping.usgs.gov

Adirondack Maps, Inc.
Adirondack Canoe Map. Topographic trail maps:  
Central Mountains, High Peaks Region, Lake George 
Region, Northwest Lakes, West-Central Wilderness Area. 
Available at local sporting goods stores.   
www.adirondackmaps.com

Delorme Mapping Company
New York State Atlas and Gazetteer, www.delorme.com

Nautical Charts 
(Lake Champlain, St. Lawrence River) National Ocean  
Service, Distribution Div. (N/ACC3), 6501 Lafayette Ave., 
Riverdale, MD 20737-1199 or call 800-638-8975. Charts 
may also be purchased at local authorized retail locations.

Fishing Hot Spots Maps
www.fishinghotspots.com  Black Lake, Lake Champlain,  
Lake George, St. Lawrence River

Adirondack Lakes Survey
Online depth maps for over 1,465 lakes in the Adirondacks.  
www.adirondacklakessurvey.org/choicepage.asp

DEC Public Fishing Rights Maps
Online maps include the Lower Schroon River, Chateaugay  
River and Marble River. Check website as maps are added.
www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/379.html

Fishing the Adirondack Region’s 
Fresh Waters
More than 3,000 freshwater lakes, rivers, streams and ponds flow through the 
Adirondack Region, offering abundant fishing for more than 100 cold and warm water 
species, including Walleye, Northern Pike, Chain Pickerel, Tiger Muskellunge, Land-
Locked Salmon, Trout, and Smelt.

Legendary Adirondack rivers flow into deep glacial lakes, providing a perfectly balanced 
eco-system where Rainbow and native trout thrive, Small and Largemouth Bass are 
abundant, and the view is straight out of Field & Stream.

Legendary Fishing Waters
Fish the historic Ausable River in the Adirondack High Peaks Region of Lake Placid. 
Named one of the “Best Hunting and Fishing Towns in the US” by Outdoor Life, Lake 
Placid’s West Branch of the Ausable River offers incredible fly fishing for anglers 
throughout the spring, summer and fall. Nearby fishing outfitters provide the lures you 
need to land the river’s massive native trout, while experienced guides offer insider 
tips– from favorite honey holes to which lures they’re using and how to tie your own.

New York State bass fishing season opens in June along the Adirondack Coast of Lake 
Champlain. This world-renowned lake offers over 600 miles of shoreline for unparalleled 
boating and incredible bass fishing. The lake’s deep waters create ideal conditions for Large 
and Smallmouth Bass, as well as Walleye, Land-Locked Atlantic Salmon, Carp, Steelhead  
and Bowfin. Each year, Lake Champlain bass fishing tournaments draw thousands of 
fishermen from around the world. Several local charters offer fishing excursions  
made-to-order from relaxed spin casting to adventurous trips to the deep, wild waters 
where the trophy fish swim.

Where to Fish to Land an Adirondack Monster
Walleye, one of the largest fish on the perch family tree, they are New York’s favorite 
sportfish. Highly sought among fisherman, walleye can reach a considerable size, 
anywhere up to 12 pounds, and are challenging to land. But man, do they taste delicious. 
The DEC stocks over 140 bodies of water across the state, including major watersheds. 
Some of the Adirondacks’ most productive walleye fisheries in the Adirondacks include 
Tupper Lake, Union Falls Flow, Saratoga Lake, Great Sacandaga Lake, and Delta Lake.

Northern Pike are abundant in New York State, which has developed a well-deserved 
reputation as a priority destination for trophy pike anglers. Many of the larger 
Adirondack Lakes such as Tupper Lake, Schroon Lake, Lake George, the Saranac Lake 
Chain, Cranberry Lake, Long Lake, Upper Chateaugay, and the St. Regis Chain of Lakes. 
Great Sacandaga Lake is the ultimate pike fishing, and anglers there have been known  
to land monsters weighing in at over 20 pounds.

Chain Pickerel, those toothy sport fish that put up a fight when hooked, inhabit shallow, 
weedy waters of Lake George, Brant Lake, Lake Champlain and the Black River.

Tiger Muskellunge, a cross between Northern Pike and Muskellunge, have been 
stocked by the DEC since the mid-1960s. Like most hybrid fish species, Tiger Muskies 
grow fast, sporting the long sleek bodies of both parent fish, with an elongated bottom 
jaw featuring what’s called a duck-bill mouth. Fish for this hybrid species in Horseshoe 
Lake, Lake Durant, St. Lawrence River, and Lincoln Pond.

Trout flourish in hundreds of lakes, ponds and streams throughout the Adirondacks. 
Four species of trout: Lake, Brown, Rainbow and Brook, or Speckled trout, abound in 
the region. Brook, or Speckled trout, is New York’s official state fish, and are plentiful in 
cold, clean small-to-moderate sized streams, lakes and ponds across the Adirondacks.
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Wilderness Brook Trout
T H E  N A T I V E

T he brook trout, like the common loon, signifies the essence of the Adirondack wilderness. Any 
venture to a remote pond in search of brookies promises an awesome setting, a respite from the 

hectic pace of modern lifestyles, an enriching experience, an intimacy with the natural world, a magical 
solitude, and a personal renewal. Anyone who spends time in the Adirondack wilderness returns home 
a richer person. Whenever this individual recalls the experience, nature beckons; mind, body, and spirit 
come alive with an overwhelming urge to return to the wild. 

Of the Big Three, the St. Regis Canoe 
Area is most accessible and is the only 
designated Canoe Area in New York 
State. Located in southern Franklin 
County, the Canoe Area covers 18,000 
acres, includes 58 bodies of water, 
and is managed as wilderness with a 
special focus on non-motorized water 
recreation and the protection of fishery 
resources. This vast tract of wilderness 
offers a variety of trip possibilities 
ranging from a half day to two weeks. 
In addition to brook trout, waters in 
the Canoe Area hold lake trout, splake, 
landlocked salmon, and rainbow trout. 
(See map and description on page 20.)

Accessible by foot only, Pharaoh 
Lake Wilderness offers a remote 
experience with outstanding scenery. 
Located in southeastern Essex County 
and extending into northern Warren 
County, Pharaoh Lake Wilderness has 
a network of marked trails leading to 
twenty ponds of various size and fishing 
quality. A number of these ponds offer 
excellent brook trout fishing and some 
waters promise high populations of 
wild lake trout. The eastern portion 
of the wilderness has a more intricate 
trail system while the western half 
offers fewer trails and a more remote 
experience. (See map and description 
on page 32.)

West Canada Lakes Wilderness 
offers the ultimate Adirondack brook 
trout adventure. Located in southern 
Hamilton County, West Canada Lakes 
Wilderness covers 160,000 acres 
and has over 50 ponds and lakes. A 
number of marked trails exist in the 
region, including the Northville-Lake 
Placid Trail, but many sections remain 
trackless. Waters in the large circle of 
lakes from Cedar to Spruce are good 
bets for brook trout action. Anglers 
must have serious wilderness skills to 
venture into these truly remote waters.  
(See map and description on page 29.)

St. Regis Canoe Area West Canada Lake WildernessPharaoh Lake Wilderness

Brook Trout Basics
The best brook trout fishing occurs in spring and autumn when water temperatures are cool. Also, brookies are easier 
to locate then because they typically inhabit waters close to shore. Summer fishing, however, can be good for those 
who know the whereabouts of natural springs in a pond or lake. A temperature gauge can help anglers find such spots.

Traditionally, anglers opt for trolling to locate Adirondack brook trout. One technique involves trailing flies, nymphs, 
or streamers on a sinking fly line. Black or dark-green nymphs and leeches seem to produce best. Considered “THE” 
Adirondack brook trout technique, trolling a Lake Clear Wabbler and worm is the most popular angling approach. The 
general guideline calls for the use of copper-colored blades for dark-water conditions and silver-colored blades on 
bright days or in clear water. 

Even though trolling dominates as a technique, fly fishing and spincasting can also be effective on backwater brook 
trout. Fly fishers present Montana nymphs, muddler minnows, black leeches, and olive woolly buggers while spin 
fishers toss spoons, spinners, and minnow plugs. 

Adirondack Fishing Guide Adirondack Fishing Guide
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Walleye & Northern Pike Season

Read more about Bobby & others at VisitAdirondacks.com/area-adk 
S H A R E  Y O U R  E X P E R I E N C E  # V I S I T A D K S

   

T he first Saturday in May every year marks the opening for Walleye and Northern Pike 
season here in the Adirondacks. This opening encompasses one of the largest and most 

astounding spectacles every spring – the annual spawning run of the Rainbow Smelt. These 
small 3-5" baitfish reside in the deep, cool waters for 9-10 months out of the year. But when the 
spring thaw starts these little guys move into the shallower waters and a feeding frenzy ensues.

B O B B Y  H E L M S

At a time when angling pressure is increasing, the walleye 

population is actually expanding. Fish numbers are on the 

rise because of stocking efforts and habitat improvement 

projects at primary spawning sites. Walleyes can be 

caught from opening day in May until freeze up in 

December. In the early season, look for fish near spawning 

areas. Throughout summer and fall, walleyes hold near 

mid-river shoals, along island dropoffs, at mainland 

points, and over soft-bottomed flats with mild current. 

Drifting crawler-tipped jigs or worm harnesses is the 

most effective technique followed by trolling crankbaits, 

particularly long, slender ones.

Toothy pike are the river’s “fish for all seasons” as they 

can be readily taken throughout the year with the prime 

months being May and September. Pike populations have 

declined over the last decade because of changes in river 

ecology, but the action still ranks among the best in the 

state. To locate northerns, head to any of the mainland 

or island bays where fish congregate at dropoffs, 

along weedlines, on points, or in deep holes. Effective 

techniques include live minnows suspended below a 

bobber or casting spinners and spoons. Local anglers, 

however, prefer to cast bucktail jigs tipped with a minnow 

or plastic worm.

WalleyeNorthern Pike

From A Silver Spoon
My lures of choice for this style of fishing are "spoons," pieces of 

metal that flutter and shine in the water and imitate a baitfish. 

They are a crucial part of your arsenal! If you don't have lures 

that imitate baitfish, you're going to end up having a pretty dismal 

day on the water. The spoons that produced the best for me last 

summer were Dreamweaver WD spoons in blue melon with 

copper backs and my old go-to, Luhr Jensen Needlefish in blue/

nickel. These spoons are small, 2 3/4 inches long and about 3/4in 

wide, but man do they have the profile of a smelt!
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Important Open Season Dates:
•	 Trout, April 1 – October 15

•	 Landlocked Atlantic Salmon, April 1 – October 15

•	 Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass, 3rd Sat. in June through Nov 30;  
Catch and Release only: Dec 1 through Fri. preceding the 3rd Sat. in June

•	 Muskellunge, Last Saturday in May – November 30

•	 Northern Pike, First Saturday in May – March 15

•	 Pickerel, First Saturday in May – March 15

•	 Tiger Muskellunge, First Saturday in May – March 15

•	 Walleye, First Saturday in May – March 15

Fishing License:
•	 Annual Fishing License, valid for one full year from date of purchase,  

$25 for residents, $50 for nonresidents. Residents 70 years and older, $5.

•	 Seven Day, $12 for residents, $28 non-residents

•	 One Day, $5 for residents, $10 for non-residents

	 Free or reduced-fee fishing licenses  
	 are available if you are:

•	 Active duty military

•	 Military veteran with 40% or greater disability

•	 Senior citizen 70 years or older

•	 Legally blind

•	 Non-resident student attending a New York State college 
	 or university full-time

Lifetime Fishing License
The DMV, DEC, and NYS Parks teamed up to offer a Lifetime  
Sporting License for anglers. Simply opt to have icons added to 
your NYS Driver License for $12.50, or wait for your next license  
renewal at no charge.

Adirondack Fishing Guide

In the winter, my go-to place is definitely 

Lake George.  Once the ice is safe ice on 

Lake George, I will spend 3-4 days a week 

fishing there. I enjoy fishing Lake George 

because it is hands-down the best lake 

trout fishery in our area. Not only can you 

catch an abundance of trout, but you have 

the chance of catching a 20+ pound fish 

on any given day.  For open water fishing I 

enjoy going to Jabe Pond for the big brook 

trout and the wildlife.  There are usually 

loons on the pond who seem to be more 

curious of you than afraid.

I use many tackle setups when fishing in the 

Adirondacks, from small pins minnow for 

small ponds and streams, white tub jigs for 

lake trout and as a fly fisherman, the mayfly 

hatch is one that you don’t want to miss on 

the back Adirondack ponds.

Ice Fishing
B O B  S C O T T

Ice Fishing Throughout the Park
Look for the snowflake symbol d at the end of the descriptions on pages 15-33  
to find some of the more popular ice fishing lakes.
Before heading out, anglers are advised to check the Special Regulations section of the Fishing Regulations Guide because ice fishing 
regulations can vary from water to water, and not all lakes are open to winter fishing. Furthermore, fishermen should contact local bait shops, 
DEC offices, or chambers of commerce to verify that ice conditions are safe. These places can also provide up-to-date information on how the 
fishing has been as well as the dates of ice fishing derbies. Such derbies serve as social outings as well as celebrations of winter angling.

Three of the most popular winter destinations are Lake Champlain, Lake George, and the St. Lawrence River.  
Among the other top ice fishing waters are Black Lake, Brant Lake, Chazy Lake, Lake Bonaparte, Lake Clear, Lake  
Colby, Lake Eaton, Meacham Lake, Piseco Lake, Schroon Lake, Seventh Lake, Tupper Lake, and Upper Chateaugay Lake.  
Dozens of smaller waters also offer outstanding winter angling.

For more information, check the DEC website: www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7733.html.

d

S ome people complain that winters are too long, but such is not the case for ice anglers who 
revel in that time of the year when ice covers northern waters. In truth, the winter months offer 

some of the year’s best fishing, and the ice fishing season typically extends from December to April. 
Available species include northern pike, walleyes, tiger muskies, lake trout, brown trout, rainbow 
trout, landlocked salmon and a variety of panfish.

Read more about Bob’s ice fishing adventures at VisitAdirondacks.com/area-adk
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Species of the Adirondack Region
Nestled among the mountains, the lakes, ponds and running waters of the Adirondacks are an anglers dream come true. 

Whether you are fishing from a boat or the shoreline, on a populated lake or a backwoods treasure, with bobbers or 
electric downriggers, there is something for everyone in these fish-filled waters. With a wide variety of species varying by 
location and season, Adirondack lakes and ponds present a pleasant problem not found in other regions of the country: too 
many waters from which to choose.

Yellow Perch

Rainbow Trout

Blue Gill

Landlocked Salmon

Crappie

Pumpkinseed

Brown Trout

Pickerel

Carp

Bullhead

Rock Bass

Brook Trout

Largemouth Bass

Northern Pike

Anytime
Found in all shallow  waters
perfect for worms 
Great for kids

Spring, summer & fall
Stocked lakes and ponds; rivers
Water temp: 56-70 degrees
Fish mornings and evenings 
 in summer

Anytime
Found in all shallow  waters
perfect for worms 
Great for kids

Spring, summer & fall
Water temp: 58- 62 degrees
Lakes, rivers and tributary mouths
Also known as Atlantic Salmon
Up to 24 inches

Anytime
Found in all shallow  waters
perfect for worms 
Great for kids

Anytime
Found in all shallow  waters
perfect for worms 
Great for kids

Spring & fall, some summer
Water temp: under 68 degrees
Lakes, ponds and rivers
Use a quiet approach. 
Measure up to 20 inches

Summer & fall
Lakes
Fierce fighters
Find them in weeds

Spring, summer & fall
High numbers in St. Lawrence River
Can reach 30-40 lbs
Popular with European anglers
Catch and release only

Spawn in May and June
Spring time is best season
Cool and warm water temps
Lakes and ponds
Great for kids 

Anytime
Found in all shallow  waters
perfect for worms 
Great for kids

Spring & early fall
Water temp: 55-65 range
Lakes, ponds and rivers

Spring, summer & fall
Lakes & ponds
Prefer shallow, 
covered water
Often found in weeds

All seasons
Lakes, ponds & rivers
Best months are May and June
Fierce fighters
Often grow to trophy size 

Lake Trout
Spring, summer & fall
Water temp: 48-52 degrees
Lakes and tributaries
Troll in spring and fall
Use downriggers or weights in summer

Walleye
Spring, summer & fall
Great taste
Stocked fish
Best action in evening
Like swift waters

FUN ON THE WATER STARTS WITH A SAFE 
BOATING COURSE AND A LIFE JACKET!
Boarding your favorite boat and heading out to the beautiful waterways and lakes of New York State is a perfect way 

to enjoy a sunny summer day. Whether your choice is a motorboat, personal watercraft, sailboat, kayak, canoe, or a stand-up 
paddleboard, safe boaters have more fun and everyone can be a safer boater by following the Big Three of Boating Safety :

1. Take a boating safety course

2. Wear your life jacket

3. Don’t drink alcohol while boating

New York State’s new Mandatory Motorboat Educa-
tion Law requires that anyone BORN ON OR AFTER MAY 
1, 1996 must complete an approved course in order to operate 
a motorboat. If you were born before this date it is highly rec-
ommended that you take a boating safety course. The operator 
of a personal watercraft (i.e. Jet Ski, Wave Runner, Seadoo) must be at least 14 years of age and hold a boating safety cer-
tifi cate. Approved courses are taught by New York State Parks, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, and the U.S. Power Squadron.  
Students must be at least 10 years of age to take a course. 

The owner of a recently purchased motorboat will have 120 days from the date of purchase to complete a course if born on 
or after May 1, 1996. New owners who were born before this date do not have to take a course. 

Every boat must have one life jacket on board for each person.  Life jackets must be U.S. Coast Guard approved, 
properly sized for the intended wearer, in good condition with no rips or tears and all the buckles and zippers must work, and 
be readily accessible in case of emergency. NY State Parks recommends that you wear your life jacket as accidents on the 
water can happen quickly.  U.S. Coast Guard estimates that 71% of boating accident deaths were drownings and that 85% of 
those people were not wearing a life jacket. 

There are four situations in which a life jacket is legally required to be worn: 

1. Children under the age of 12 unless in a fully enclosed cabin

2.  Everyone riding on a personal watercraft

3. Anyone being towed behind a boat whether tubing, water skiing, etc.

4. Everyone on all boats less than 21 feet long from November 1 to May 1

You should also wear your life jacket if you are boating alone, you are not a good swimmer, you are boating with children, 
the water becomes rough in windy weather, the water is busy with boat traffi  c, you are boating at night, or any time you 
would feel safer wearing your life jacket. As captain of your boat, you can require your passengers to wear their life jackets. 
The best life jacket is the one that you wear.  

Lastly, consider zero alcohol consumption while boating.  According to U.S. Coast Guard statistics 31% of fatal 
accidents involved the use of alcohol.  If you do choose to drink while boating, have a designated driver who does not drink. 
Boating while intoxicated is 0.08 BAC, the same as for driving a motor vehicle.  

Before you head out on the water this summer remember the Big Three of Boating Safety and have both a fun and 
safe boating experience. 

For more boating safety information or to fi nd a New York Safe Boating Course go to www.WearItNewYork.com 
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There are a variety of non-native species and fish diseases that threaten our native Adirondack fish communities. The introduction 
of non-native fish species such as yellow perch and golden shiners can have severe consequences on native fish such as brook trout. An 
aquatic nuisance algae, known as “didymo” or “rock snot” has recently been found in eastern New York. Viral Hemorrhagic 
Septicemia (VHS) is a serious disease of fish that has caused fish mortalities ranging from a few fish to thousands of fish. The most 
likely way VHS can become established in Adirondack fish is by humans introducing it through stocking or the use of infected bait fish.  
These are just a few examples of the non-natives that threaten Adirondack waters.

You can help prevent the spread of unwanted aquatic species and diseases  
and maintain the best possible fishing in the Adirondacks by carefully  
following these guidelines:

•	 follow the new fishing regulations regarding bait fish,

•	 always dispose of your bait bucket water on land,

•	 do not transport fish from one body of water to another,

•	 remove all mud and aquatic plants from all gear, waders, boats, motors, and trailers  
before departing from the access site,

•	 drain all water; including bilges, livewells, and bait tanks; before departing from the site,

•	 clean live wells and waders with a 10% bleach to water solution  
(1 3/4 cups bleach per gallon of water). Rinse well to remove all chlorine residue,

•	 if you cannot clean your equipment, wait 48 hours after it is completely dry before  
using on another body of water.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
518-402-8920  •  www.dec.date.ny.gov

For more information on preventing the introduction of invasive species and  
more information on the didymo: www.dec.ny.gov/animals/50121.html

Keep Aquatic Invasives out of the Adirondacks!

Eleven Tips for  
Wilderness Ventures

•  Study maps and guides of an area before venturing forth

•  Develop your wilderness skills by taking shorter trips first

•  Engage in a fitness program such as walking several miles 
a day

•  Check short and long-range weather forecasts before 
heading out

•  Inform someone of your planned route and time of return

•  Sign in at all trail registers

•  Carry a map, compass, and basic survival gear

•  Beware of giardia; carry your water or use a quality  
filtering system

•  Travel as lightly as possible      

•  Travel with a companion

•  If you get completely lost, stay put and someone  
will find you
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See Map C, page 17
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See Map J, page 24

See Map N, page 28
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Oakvale Construction Co. Ltd. •  518-647-5955 •  •

Blue Mountain Outfitters •  518-352-7306 •  •  •  •

Blue Mountain Lake Boat Livery •  518-352-7351 •  •  •  •  •  •

Bolton Landing Marina •  518-644-3474    •  •

Cherokee Trout Charters •  518-644-2920 •  •  •

Chic’s Marina •  518-644-2170 •  •      •

FR Smith & Sons Inc •  518-644-5181 •  •     •

Jeff’s LG Fishing Charters •  518-644-3312 •  •

Lake George Camping Equipment 518-644-9941 •  •  •  •

Lake George Kayak Co. •  518-644-9366 •  •  •

Norowal Marina Inc •  518-644-3741           •   • • •

Performance Marine • 518-644-3080                   •

Water’s Edge Marina Inc •  518-644-2511 •   •

EZ Marine & Storage Inc •  518-494-7381 •  •  •

Palmer Brothers Marina •  518-494-2677  •  •  •

Barcombs United Fisheries • 518-298-8777 •

Chazy Yacht Club •  518-298-2866        •  •    •    •  •  •  • •

Frontier Waterfowl Guide Service                                                 •     •

Loon Lake Marina •  518-494-3410 •  •  • • • •

Rancho Pines Campground •  518-494-3645 •  •  •

Riverside Pines Campground •  518-494-2280 •  •  •

The Crossroads •  518-494-3821 •  •

Boats By George on the Lake • 518-656-9353 • • • • •

Castaway Marina • 518-656-3636 • • • • •

Harris Bay Yacht Club •  518-656-9028 •  •  •

Lake George Boat Co •  518-656-9203 •  •  •

Mickey Finn Fly Fishing •  518-423-6074 •  •

Edwardsville Grocery •  315-375-6707 •  •

Essex Marina • 518-963-7222 •

Essex Shipyard • 518-963-7700 •

Durham’s Taxidermy • 315-848-7611 •

Big Foot Charters • 518-798-4942 •

Tri Ponds Taxidermy • 315-376-3440 •

Sport Fishing Charters •  518-793-7396 •  •

Gary’s Guide & Charter Service •  518-883-4193 •  •

Buckingham Hardware & Great Outdoors
315-346-6039 •

Indian River General Store • 315-346-1488 •

Monitor Bay Marina •  518-597-3235 •  •  •

Norm’s Bait & Tackle • 518-597-3645 •

Outfitters Plus • 518-492-2086 •

Beckley’s Boat Rentals •  518-668-2651 •  •  •  •

Gilchrist Marina •  518-668-2028 •  •  •

Highliner Charter Fishing •  518-885-3838 •  •

Lake George Charter Serv. Co. •  518-668-5052 •  •

Outdoorsman Sport Shop • 518-668-3910 •

Rod Bender Charters •  518-668-5657 •  •

Thunderbird Resort & Marina •  518-668-9086 •  •

Yankee Boating Center •  518-668-2862 •  •  •  •  •

Adirondack Lure Co •  315-287-7166 •  •

Sacandaga Outdoor Center •  518-696-5710 •  •  •

Dockside Landing Marina •  518-543-8888 •  • •  •  •

Justy Joe Charters •  877-249-7472 •  •

Black Lake Marine, Cottages •  315-375-4953 •  •  •

Blind Bay Marina •  315-324-5350 •  •  •  •

Chapman’s Marina •  315-324-5265 •  •

Davis’ Country Cabins •  315-324-5617 •  •

Fun2Fish Charters •  315-324-5154 •  •  •  •

Lakeside Lodge •  315-375-4436 •  •  •

McLears •  315-375-6508 •  •

Pleasant View Cottages •  800-472-2267 •  •

Roger’s Old Oak Camps • 315-324-5270 •

Schaefer’s Cedar Grove • 315-472-2267 •

Schermerhorn Harbor LLC •  315-324-5966 •  •  •  •  • • • •

Sunny Side Motel & Fishing Camp •315-375-6742 •

Synder’s Breezy Point Cottages •  315-375-8269 •  •  •

Sandy Cove Camps • 315-375-6643 •

The Log Cabin Store •  315-375-6691 •  •  •  •  •

Toti’s Cottages • 315-375-4443 •

Camp Wildwood • 315-578-2302                                                                    •

Adirondack Adventures with Fort Noble
315-826-3771 •

Bushwack Adventures • 315-831-2911 •

Pines Country Store • 518-648-5212 •

Clark’s Marina • 315-357-3231         •  •     •   •    •     •    •
Inlet Department Store/Ace Hardware

315-357-3636 •

Inlet Marina •  315-357-4896 •  •  •

Payne’s Air Service & Marina

315-357-3971 or 315-357-2079         •  •       •    •        •     •    •

Fischer’s Marina •  518-656-9981 •  •  •  •  •  •

Pilot Knob Marina •  518-656-9211 •

North Country Taxidermy • 518-576-4318                                                                                 •

MAC’S Canoe Livery •  518-891-1176 •  •  •

Adirondack Marine • 518-668-4143 •

Adirondack Trout & Salmon •  518-859-5035 •  •

Docksider Restaurant on Glen Lake 518-792-3543 •

Dunham’s Bay Boat/Beach Club •  518-656-9827  •  •  •

Dunham’s Bay Marina & Launch •  518-798-1718 •  •

E & R Sport Fishing Charters •  800-336-6987 •  •

Fish307.com •  800-FISH307 •  •  •

Hall’s Boat Corp. • 518-668-5437  •  •

Lake George Boat Rental •  518-668-4828 •  •  •

Lake George Village Public Docks •518-668-5771 •

Lockhart Guide Service •  518-796-8159 •  •

Orvis Company Store • 518-792-3979 •

Risky Business Fishing Charter •  518-623-9582 •  •

U-Drive Boat Rentals •  518-668-4644 •  •  •

Adirondack Hooks-N-Horns • 518-654-6812 •

Adirondack Jack Guide Service •  518-523-3871 •  •

Bear Cub Adventure Tours •  518-523-4339 •  •

Captain Marney’s Boat Rentals • 518-523-9746 •

Lake Placid Marina •  518-523-9704 •  •  •

Middle Earth Expeditions • 518-523-9572 •

Mountain Goats • 518-327-3133                                                         •

Patrick Gallagher • 518-523-9727 •

Placid Bay Ventures & Guide Service 518-523-2001 •

Reynold’s Outfitters LLC • 518-524-0327 •

Stillwaters Guide Service • 518-523-2280                                          •

Camp Store •  •

Lake Pleasant Marine •  518-548-7711 or 7712 •  •  •  •  •

Adirondack Outdoor & Taxidermy •315-393-3832                                                                   •

Adirondack Outfitters • 518-624-5998 •

Helms Aero Service • 518-624-3931 •

Hoss’s Country Corner & Bait Shop 800-952-HOSS •

Long Lake Marina •  518-624-2266 •  •  •  •

Bill’s Taxidermy • 315-376-2382

The Stillwater Shop •  315-376-2110                     •  •   •    •  •  •

Barnhart Island Marina •  315-764-0022 •  •  •  •  •  •

Let’s Go Fishin •  315-250-8947 •  •  •

Muskie Magic Charters Inc. •  315-769-7683 •  •  •

Robert Moses State Park •  315-769-8663 •  •

WalMart • 315-769-1072 •

Martin’s Bait ‘N Tackle • 518-425-3312 •

Riverside Taxidermy • 518-236-6895 •

Champlain Valley Traditions •  518-593-3348    •      •

Jacques Cartier State Park •  315-375-6371 •  •  •
Wright’s Sporting Goods Marina •  315-375-8841 •  •  •  • • • •

Adirondack Adventures •  518-251-2802 •  •  •

Adirondack Mountain & Stream Guide Service
518-251-3762 •  •  •

North Country Sports •  518-251-4299 •  •  •

Outback Outfitters •  845-807-6734 •  •  •

Tom Kravis #1891 • 518-863-4988 •

Eel Weir State Park •  315-393-1138 •  •  •

Grand-View/Quality Inn •  315-393-4550 •  •

Ogdensburg City Dock •  315-393-1980 •  •  •

Sandy’s Custom Tackle • 315-394-0308 •

Stone Fence •  315-393-1545 •  •  •

WalMart • 315-394-8990 •

Mountainman Outdoor Supply • 315-369-6672 •  •

Old Forge Department Store/Ace Hardware
315-369-6609 •  •  •

Bear Swamp Taxidermy • 518-643-7048                                                                                                                    •

Peru Bait, Tackle and Sports • 518-643-9763 •

West Shore Charters • 518-643-9909                                           •     •

Piseco Guide Service • 315-731-7684 •

Runnings • 518-795-9160                                                    •

St. Mary’s Taxidermy • 518-481-5228                                                                                            •

Dolhof Hardware • 315-348-4066 •

A Living Memory Taxidermy                                                                                                           •

Fredericks Boat & Bike Rentals • 518-481-5833 •

Plattsburgh NY 12901
Captain Mel’s Charters • 518-561-7748                                       •     •

Day Brothers Boats •  518-562-2628 •  •  •  •

Gordon’s Marine • 518-561-2109 •

Jigs Up Tackle • 518-578-2169 •

Lake Champlain Angler Fishing Charter • 518-578-9273 • •

Mooney Bay Marina •  518-563-2960 •  •  • • • •

Navtours • 518-324-7245                                                            •

Plattsburgh Boat Basin •  518-561-2800 •  •  •  •

Plattsburgh City Marina •518 324-7245                  •                                •            •    •     •

Boatworks Marine •  518-561-2134 •  •  •  •  •   •

Treadwell Bay Marina & Resort •  518-563-1321 •  •  •
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Eastern View Outfitters • 518-569-5770                                       •    •

F.M.B. Bait & Tackle • 518-597-3622 •

Port Henry Marina •  518-546-3428 •  •

Van Slooten Harbour Marina, Inc. • 518-546-7400 •

Wal-Mart • 518-793-0309 •

Bird’s Marina •  315-354-4441 •  •  •  •

Burke’s Marina, Inc. •  315-354-4623 •  •  •  •

Barcomb’s Marina •  518-297-6112 •  •  •  •  •  •

Gaine’s Marina • 518-297-7000 • • • • •

Lake Champlain Fish Co. • 518-297-3105 •

Rouses Point Yacht Club • 518-297-2628                 •    •    •                          • • • •

Indian Lake Marina •  518-648-5459 •  •  •  •  •

Wiley’s Flies •  518-891-1829   •  •    •

Adirondack Lakes and Trails • 518-891-7450                 •    • •

Ampersand Bay Resort •  518-891-3001 •  •

Blue Line Sports • 518-891-4680 •

Broadwing Adventures • 518-891-5915          •

Fogarty’s Lake Flower Marina • 518-891-2340 •  •           •

Gauthier’s Saranac Inn • 518-891-1950                       •                                 • •

Saranac Lake Marina • 518-891-9999                    •    •    •            •           •

Sara-Placid Inn • 518-891-2729                                    •                                 •

St. Regis Canoe Outfitters •  888-775-2925 •  •    •    •

Swiss Marine Inc. •  518-891-2130 •  •  •  •

Tahawus, Ltd. • 518-891-4334 •

Maypine Marina •  518-532-7884 •  •

Northwoods Wilderness Guide Service • 518-532-9745 •

Hacker Boat Co. •  518-543-6666 •  •  •

Snug Harbor South •  518-543-8866 •  •  •  •

Justy-Joe Sport Fishing Charters •  518-798-0336 •

Speculator Guide Service • 518-548-7343 •

Tanner’s Outdoor Sports •  518-548-7705 •  •

Moose River Trading Co., Inc. • 315-369-6091 •

Justy-Joe Sport Fishing Charters •  518-585-9825 •  •

                                                     877-249-7472

Snug Harbor Marina •  518-585-2628 •  •  •  •

Coles Creek Marina •  315-388-4237 •  •  •  •  •  •

Nature’s Trophies Bait & Tackle •  315-388-4025 •  •  •

Riverview Of Waddington •  315-388-5912 •  •  •  •

St. Lawrence Experience •  315-244-8233 •  •  •  •

Packbasket Adventures •  315-848-3488 •  •

Discoveries • 518-623-4567 •

Mike’s Charter Fishing •  518-744-0145 •  •

Nemec’s Sport Shop • 518-623-2049 •

Abbott’s Guide Service • 518-924-2781 •

Algonquin Guides Ltd. • 518-372-7485 •

Gilbert Brook Marina • 518-846-7342 •

Laforest’s Gun Store • 518-493-7195 •

Monty’s Bay Marina • 518-846-7900 •

Westport Marina, Inc. •  518-962-4356 •  •  •  •  •

H2O Adventures • 518-962-8645                                                  •           •

Fins and Grins • 518-929-1888                                                     •           •

Beaver Brook Outfitters •  888-454-8433 •  •

Adirondack-Champlain Guide Service
518-963-7351 •

Indian Bay Marina •  518-963-7858 •  •  •

Jones Aqua Sports • 518-963-1150

Trolling Tina Charters •  518-963-8266 •  •  •

Perfect Day Charters • 963-431-4637

Willsboro Bay Marina •  518-963-7276 •  •  •

Adirondack Wild Rainbow Preserve  518-647-5955 •  •

Fran Betters’ Adirondack Sport Shop 518-946-2605 •  •

TCO Fly Shop at the Hungry Trout Resort
800-766-9137 • •

Nessmuk’s Wilderness Guide Service                                                          •

Poor Man’s Fishing Charters & Shanty Rentals
518-942-7510 or 518-569-9510 •

A&P Downriggers •  518-283-5920 •  •
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WARNING! Be cautious when 
recreating near dams. Water conditions 
can change quickly and without notice. 

Stay clear from dams and respect 
all signs and warning signals.

MAKE SAFETY 
A PRIORITY

YOUR LOCAL RENEWABLE POWER PARTNER
Proudly owning and operating facilities in your community.

Visit safewaters.com 
for facility information

Hooked on Wearing 
My Life Jacket.

WearItNewYork.com

parks.ny.gov

Choose Fulton County’s lakes for your next escape.

We offer 44 backdrops for boating, fishing,  
swimming or just relaxing.

Adirondack Walleye Equipment • Hillbilly Lures
 Adirondack Brook Trout - Lake Clear Wabblers

Great local
Adk advice

Derby Sign-ups

Top rated
bait supply

Open year-round

118 Second Ave, Rt 30 N extension, Mayfield
518-661-5724   www.facebook.com/jims.baitshop

 Best Selling All-Wheel Drive Cars!
 IHS Markit

 Commercial Dr., Yorkville • 315-624-7774
 CarboneSubaruOfUtica.com



Adirondack Fishing Guide

43

Adirondack Fishing Guide

42

Old Forge 

Stillwater Reservoir       Big Moose Lake 
Moose River…  North Branch —Middle Branch 
Fulton Chain of Lakes…  First Lk—Fourth Lk 

Hundreds of Smaller Lakes, Ponds and  Brooks 

Kurt Gardner Photography, Old Forge 

Info & Webcams 
Lodging, Dining, Maps 

Free Vacation Planning Guide 

 

Eagle Bay    Big Moose 
  Stillwater    Beaver River 

Adirondack 
Base Camp 

Old Forge, NY (315) 369-6672 • Saratoga Springs, NY (518) 584-0600

MountainmanOutdoors.com

New York’s Largest Fishing Kayak Dealer!

PROUD SPONSORSHIPPING AVAILABLE

At the Busy Corner
104 Fulton Street Old Forge, NY 13420

315-369-6100     www.OldForgeHardware.com

Fishing & Camping Gear
and Much More

•Historic
•Huge

Fully Renovated 
Sandy Beach 

Boats for Rent  
Docks 

Game Room 
Laundry 

Satellite TV 
WIFI 

Lots of Space 
Lawn Games 

Close to Village 

Cottages, Motel, & Efficiency 
Units on 6 acres of Long Lake’s Shore. 

www.shamrockmotellonglake.com 
(518) 624-3861  shamrockmotel@frontiernet.net 

Your hosts:  Beate & Tim Touchette 

events

Adirondack Landmark
We have been serving the
community year-round for
over 40 years. Whether
you’re looking for your
annual hunk of
store cheese, a special
book, Adirondack crafts,
and local maple syrup, or
stocking up camp for your
stay, Hoss’s has
everything from the
fishing license you forgot
to renew to the Long Lake
sweatshirt you’ll wear ever
night. Stop in and explore
the store and find all kinds
of things you didn’t even
know you needed!

• Author’s Night
Tues Aug 13th

• Annual Tent Sale
  Aug 15-17th
Octo-Bear Event
   (Cancer Charity Event)
       Sat., Oct. 5
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Fish
The Adirondack

Seaway

®NYSDED

From the banks of the 
St. Lawrence River to the 

Foothills of the Adirondacks

Request your FREE Anglers Guide at:
www.VisitSTLC.com •1-877-228-7810

ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 
Waddington NY

August 15-August 18, 2019

Shhhhh...
Northern NY’s Best Kept Secret

Black Lake Chamber of Commerce

www.blacklakeny.com

START YOUR TRADITION HERE!

Newly renovated, the Irondequoit Inn has been the  
chosen retreat for generations of families. Enjoy the gorgeous 

view of the lake and all the activites the area has to offer.

www.IrondequoitInn.com  •  518-548-5500  
Located on beautiful Piseco Lake

471 Old Piseco Road, Piseco, NY 12139 - 1/2 mile from Piseco Airport

CABINS • CAMPGROUNDS • LODGE ROOMS  
DINING • CANOE/KAYAK RENTALS

HIKING - BOATING - SWIMMING - FISHING - PADDLING

Breakfast and dinners served mid-June through mid-Oct.

Inlet, NY
Discover InletNY.com

Home of

Adirondack Kids Day
Free family fun! 1st Saturday of October

featuring
French Louie Fishing Derby &

a Children’s Authors & 
Illustrators Fair

AdirondackKidsDay.com

DISCOVERUPSTATENY.COM

Live The Adventure

 Set A Course For

UPSTATE
NEW YORK

DISCOVERUPSTATENY.COM 

DISCOVERUPSTATENY.COM 

 DISCOVER THE

AT

Excitement

Connect With Us On

ENJOY A  

Fun Filled 
Vacation 

IN UPSTATE NY

DISCOVERUPSTATENY.COM 

 Family Attractions

 Culture and History

 Fishing and Charters

 Camping and Glamping

 Nature and Wildlife

 Wine, Brew and Culinary

DISCOVERUPSTATENY.COM 
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Learn more 
adkinvasives.com

SIMPLE STEPS
TAKE THESE

Avoid spreading invasive species
to your favorite Adirondack fishing spots.

Clean, drain and dry your boat, trailer, 
waders and gear after every trip.
 
Do not take wild fish from one 
waterbody and release into another.
 
Buy bait from a local dealer or collect 
it where you are fishing.

©  Sean Platt

The 
Adirondacks
depend on us.
This is no fish story. Our work in the Adirondacks 
preserves thousands of acres of forests, rivers 
and lakes from Lake Lila to Boreas Ponds. 
Together we are protecting these lands and 
waters for future generations of anglers to enjoy. 

Join us at nature.org/newyork
Adirondack Chapter | adirondacks@tnc.org | (518) 576-2082 | Keene Valley, NY
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